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ANNUAL REPORT 

To December 31, 1885. 
■ » ■ 

TO THE MEMBERS OF, THE 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

• ♦ « 

The Trustees for the year ending December 31, 1885, respect- 
fully report : 

The receipts for the year 1885 have been as follows : 

January 1, Balance in Bank and Cash on hand.... $109 81 

Received from Annual Members, $10 each 9,850 00 

" Admission Fees 2,946 75 

" Sales of Hand Books 3,746 35 

" " Dep't of Publg: Parks, balance of Ap- 
propriation of 1884 92 04 

" " Dep't of Public Parks, on account of 

Appropriation of 1885 14,654 00 

" toward the support of the Art Schools 5,665 55 

$37,064 50 
The disbursements have been : 

By amount paid for Current Expenses 28,869 78 

" " " " Printing,Stationery& Hand Books 2,342 31 

" " Appropriation for Library 500 00 

" " Objects of Art 350 75 

Payments for support of Art Schools 4,933 41 

December 31, Balance in Bank 68 25 

$37,064 50 



Note. — The expenses for the Art Schools for the last quarter 
will require an additional $1,000, which will be paid January 5. 

A further sum of $3,500 lias been placed in the hands of the 
Architectural Commission according, to the terms of the Willard 
Bequest. 

The expenses of the Loan Exhibition of the Watts Collection 
amounting to about $5,000, met by special subscription, do not 
appear in the accounts of the Museum, having been assumed and 
cared for by a special committee. 
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We have come to the close of the year 1885 without debt, with 
a small balance in our treasury and with largely increased prop- 
erty. Our property at the beginning of the year was estimated as 
stated in the last Annual Report at $783,381.49. 

Our property on the 1st of January, 1886, is estimated at 
$827,601.49, showing an increase during the past year of $44,220.00 

The progress of the Museum during the last twelve months has 
furnished renewed reason for congratulation to its members. As 
in former years the valuable property of the Museum has con- 
tinued to increase; its educational and pleasure-giving advantages 
are sought by larger numbers, both residents in the city and those 
living at a distance, in this and other countries; and its recogni- 
tion as one of the great Museums of the world, a position attained 
in a period unprecedentedly short, meets us on all sides as an ex- 
isting fact. 

The attendance of visitors on free days during the past year 
has been greater than that in the previous year by nearly twenty- 
seven thousand; and the indications are that the number of visitors 
is steadily on the increase. 

The educational importance of the Museum likewise is indi- 
cated by the great number of applications made by Art Students 
for permission to study and copy the works of art; by the throngs 
of note-takers for literary articles ; by the consultations and 
references of authors as fundamental or supplementary to their 
library studies; by the use of the objects as bases and illustratidns 
of papers in archaeological and art journals; by the large place 
which the collections fill in the publications of the learned societies 
at home and abroad; by the visits of Students or Scholars who 
reside at a distance — in some instances across the ocean — in quest 
of definite information on subjects in which our collections 
furnish the only available reference; by the continual applications 
from abroad for photographs, casts, fac-similes, or other repro- 
ductions; by the visits of classes and schools in groups, ac- 
companied each by its instructor or specialist, who illustrates his 
peripatetic lecture by the original specimens in many departments 
of Art and Science, and in the improvement of every day processes 
of private life or businer 3; and last, but by no means least, by 
the diffusion of knowledge in the multitude of notices, comments, 
and other forms of communicating intelligence through which 
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the daily and weekly press keep the Museum and its instruction 
before the public. 

The papers which during the past year have appeared in the 
publications of learned bodies, based wholly upon the collec- 
tions of our Museum, would alone form a volume. Those of 
archaeological and art journals, and other illustrated publications 
of a high grade, would form a still larger volume. 

In all these directions the works and results are of permanent 
value, becoming authorities in every civilized country. In other 
respects the Museum is a power, visible in its influences on the 
cultivation of art, both for its own sake and as a livelihood; in 
the education of the people, and in manifest effect on the man- 
ufactures, industries and commerce of the land. These in- 
fluences are far more extended and practical than its projectors 
could possibly have imagined they would be in so brief a period. 
The general collections have been increased by gift to the 
Museum during the past year of many valuable objects, a list of 
which will be given at another place in this report. Deserving 
especial mention are the following : A second collection pre- 
sented a few weeks before his death by Mr. William H. Hunting- 
ton of Paris, and which is to be added to his former gift. It 
comprises medals, bronzes, oil paintings, porcelains, miniatures, 
engravings and prints relating to Washington and Franklin. A 
collection of one hundred and forty medals commemorative of 
the campaigns of Napoleon 1st, presented by Hon. Levi P. Morton, 
formerly American Minister to France, which were struck at the 
national mint of Paris, at his request, expressly for our Museum. 
A large collection of ancient musical instruments of many countries 
consisting of harpsichords, mandolins, violins and other stringed 
instruments, presented by Mr. Joseph W. Drexel. A collection 
of about six hundred and sixty books and pamphlets exclusively 
relating to Benjamin Franklin, which was made as his life-long 
work with great devotion by the late Mr. W. H. Huntington, and 
which is presented to the Museum by Mr. John Bigelow of this 
city. 

The Museum has lately been enabled to purchase a small but 
valuable collection of electrotype reproductions of the golden 
treasure of " Nagy Szent Miklos," found in Hungary. 

New collections loaned to the Museum exclusive of paintings 
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and statuary, and now on exhibition by courtesy of the owners 
are the following: 

The " Stearns collection " of Japanese carved ivories, compris- 
ing several hundred beautiful specimens, loaned by Mr. Franklin 
H. Tinker. 

A fine collection of ancient gold and silver watches, snuff 
boxes and fine enamels, loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Hull Wickham. 

The Watts collection of paintings whose loan for six months, 
with other particulars, was mentioned in the last Annual Report, 
continued to draw large numbers of students and admirers, after 
the opening of the year. 

A general request amounting to a loud demand was made by 
the public for its retention through another six months. This, 
through the courtesy of Mr Watts and the several owners of the 
paintings, was accomplished; although it necessitated an entire 
re-adjustment of arrangements made with the United States rev- 
enue officers, re-insurance, &c. 

The Trustees however feel amply repaid for the additional 
labor entailed, in observing the unabated pleasure given to in- 
creased numbers of visitors, especially of those devoted to art 
culture, which continued without abatement until the actual de- 
parture of the paintings. The latter were shipped to London, 
October 17th, where they arrived without accident on November 
5th. Even after their departure, though its date had been pub- 
licly announced long previously, many by letters and telegrams 
continued to inquire if the paintings were still to be seen, and to 
ask opportunities to visit them. The catalogues continue in de- 
mand, although the collection is no longer here. 

Such additions to the attractions of the Museum, however, are 
not without heavy expense. The cost of bringing and returning 
the Watts paintings with insurance and other incidentals amount- 
ed to more than $5,000. This sum was generously supplied by 
a few gentlemen, nearly all of them Trustees of the Museum, who 
fully appreciating the value of such an enterprise to the work of 
the Museum and to the gratification of the people, undertook the 
laborious and expensive work and gracefully conducted the nego- 
tiations. To these gentlemen the thanks of the corporation are 
due; but the judgment of the appreciative public has been a 
stronger expression than any which can here be made. 
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The Douglass, Barringer, and Farman collections of Egyptian 
objects, reported last year, have continued to be subjects of especial 
interest; and by the permission of the owners, have been re- 
peatedly consulted by the learned for special publications. 

The formation of the "Willard Collection" of architecturar> casts 
and models for the creation of which a bequest amounting to 
about $75,000 was made by the late Levi Hale Willard, is under 
the superintendence of a special commission of architects appoint- 
ed by the New York chapter of the American Institute of Arch- 
itects. The value of such a collection cannot be overrated, and 
it is believed that the efforts now making in this direction will 
furnish the Museum with a large and complete collection of archi- 
tectural casts. 

A collection of casts representing the masterpieces of sculpture 
of ancient Greece has long been recognized as one of the greatest 
needs of the Museum and the country; such a collection was 
promised by the late Mrs. George W. Cullum, provided, and as 
soon as the Museum should have a new building to receive it. 
Unfortunately that estimable lady died before the condition could 
be complied with. A recent generous gift to the Museum by 
Mr. Henry G. Marquand of $10,000 to be applied to this pur- 
pose, enables us now to say that a representative collection of 
casts of the most important sculptures in existence in the Museums 
of Paris, London, Berlin, Munich, Vienna, Rome, Florence, Na- 
ples and Athens, will be added to the Museum exhibitions as soon 
as the actual purchases can be effected. 

A new, typical and extremely valuable collection of Egyptian 
antiquities second to none in its characteristic importance, will 
soon become the property of the Museum; this collection will 
probably be received during the present year. 

The Art Schools have met with such continued success as to 
fulfill all our reasonable expectations. 

The following gentlemen are in charge of the various classes: 

Mr. Jno. Ward Stimson. — Color, Composition, Free-hand Draw- 
ing, and " The Life." 
Mr. Olin Warner. — Sculpture Modeling. 

Mr. Arthur Tuckerman. — Architecture and Draughtsmanship. 
Mr. Julien Ramar. — Chasing and Repousse 1 Work in Metals, 
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Mr. Lucas Baker. — Perspective, Anatomy and Decorative Design. 
Herr A. Loeher. — Decorative Clay Modeling. 
Mr. Ernest J. Gilles. — Cabinet Drawing and Interior Designing. 
Mr. Wm. E. Volz. — Mechanical Class. 

The season 1884-85 commenced October 8th, and ended May 
1st. The total number of scholars in the school for that season 
was 180. During that term, as also during the term of 1885-86, 
the school in addition to the regular corps of teachers, was aided 
by Mr. Olin Warner in sculpture, Mr. Arthur L. Tuckerman in 
architecture and Mr. Julian Ramar in repousse^ these gentlemen 
volunteering their services. 

At the closing of the schools on the 1st of May, 1885, an exhi- 
bition was held of the work of the scholars, and the following 
prizes were presented to the most deserving pupils. A prize of 
$100 presented by Mr. W. E. Stokes, to Miss M. C. Barker for the 
best study in life ; a prize of $50 presented by Mr. Robert Hoe, 
was awarded to Mr. Frederick Ulrich for second best study; and 
a gift of $20 by Mr. William L. Andrews, was awarded to Mr. E. 
N. Concklin for the best work in the modeling class. 

The Schools were opened for the season of 1885-86 on the 
5th day of October 1885. The number of pupils enrolled up to 
December 1st was 105, and is constantly increasing. 

The class in carriage drawing which numbered 30 pupils last 
year, has been discontinued, the Carriage Association having with- 
drawn from the school, there not being sufficient room in the 
premises for their accommodation. 

The School Committee think the number of scholars will be as 
great, if not greater, during the present season than at any former 
period. A great deal of interest is manifested in all the depart- 
ments, and the instructors are showing great efficiency. 

The pupils in the Schools are instructed with the view of fitting 
them for practical designing, and many have already found lucra- 
tive employment in different departments of industry. 

To aid them in disposing of their designs, arrangements were 
made last spring with Messrs. D. W. Granbury & Co., of 20 John 
Street, New York, to receive such works as were worthy of exhi- 
bition and sale, and they dispose of them at their rooms, charging 
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a small percentage. In this way the scholars are insured the op- 
portunity of a market for their productions. 

The present rooms occupied by the School, 214 & 216 East 34th 
Street, although adequate for the immediate wants of the School, 
will soon be too small, and it is not at all certain whether they can 
be secured for another season. The question, therefore, of a per- 
manent building for the Schools is one which will have to be 
considered. 

One great disadvantage to the Schools is the want of abundant 
material in the way of models, casts, and objects for study. 

Mr. John Ward Stimson's labors as Manager of the Schools 
have been continuous and arduous, and the progress made is very 
satisfactory considering the limited means at the disposal of the 
School Committee. 

The • income from the scholars is very small as the charges to 
the pupils are not more than sufficient to cover the cost of the 
material used, so that the schools are practically free. The annual 
cost of running the Schools which are open both days and even- 
ings is in the neighborhood of $7,000. This is partly met by the 
income derived from the Art School fund of $50,000, given by 
Mr. G. F. T. Reed. 

The Library, for practical utility and as indispensable to the 
competent working and conducting of the Museum, has always 
been a chief feature in the plans of the institution. Confined 
within its present narrow quarters, its progress has been moderate, 
though steady and important. The gifts together with purchases 
made since the last Annual Report, (not including the Huntington 
Collection), make the number of volumes added during the past 
year 208 besides 98 pamphlets; this increases the total number of 
volumes now in the Library to 952; to which the Huntington gift 
of Hon. John Bigelpw is to be added. Noteworthy among the 
acquisitions of the year has been the gift, from the President of the 
Museum, of the great Description de 1' Egypte, in 20 volumes, 
sometimes popularly called the " Napoleon Egypt." 

About two-thirds of the shelf-room of the present small library 
apartment is already occupied. It is probable that in a short 
period the library will have outgrown its present accommodation. 
Generous and valuable gifts, sometimes of whole libraries perti- 
nent to our work and needs have been proposed on condition of 
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the erection of special quarters to receive and accommodate this 
department of our efficiency. Its growth has been seriously re- 
tarded by the scanty provision for its room and working. 

Attention is called to the large number of valuable periodicals 
regularly taken by the Library, among which some, and those of 
great value, appear to be not otherwise accessible in the city. Be- 
sides these, a not inconsiderable number of valuable periodicals and 
books are received by way of exchange. 

The income from the fund, the small appropriation from the 
Museum, and the proceeds from the sale of the Jacquemart etch- 
ings of Objects in the Museum, have during the year, amounted to 
$843, which has been economically expended. 

The attention of those members of the corporation who are en- 
titled to name successors in their respective classes of membership, 
is respectfully and earnestly called to the Amendment to the Con- 
stitution made in 1879, an extract from which is every year printed 
at the end of the Annual Report. The Amendment requires that 
successors be named during the life time of the present holder, 
either by endorsement on the certificate of membership or by will. 
In case of neglect so to nominate a successor, the membership 
expires on the decease of the present incumbent. 

The Trustees stated in their last Annual Report that the Legis- 
lature, in the "Session of 1884, had authorized an appropriation by 
the City of $350,000 for the enlargement of the present building 
by the city authorities. 

The Board of Estimate and Apportionment on June 27, 1884; 
directed the Comptroller of the City to issue City Bonds not to 
exceed $350,000. It was not until October 1884 that the Comp- 
troller advertised the sale of Consolidated Stock of the City of 
New York bearing 3 per cent, interest. Only $25,000 of stock was 
sold; probably on account of the low rate of interest. When this 
fact became known, efforts were made to secure the placing of the 
remaining $325,000. Two of the Trustees waited on the Comp- 
troller on December 15, 1884, and offered, in person, to take the 
entire amount. The following letter from the President of the 
Department of Parks shows the failure of the effort and the 
reasons assigned. 
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New York, Dec. 18, 1884 
L. P. DI CESNOLA, Esq. 
Dear Sir: 

On the receipt of your letter this morning, I called 
on Comptroller Loew. He informs me that according to law he 
would be required to advertise the sale of the Bonds for ten days, 
and that the preparation of the advertisement and the date of the 
award could not be completed by January 1st. So there is no use 
of further discussing the matter with him. He however is of the 
opinion, that the question will receive the early attention of the 
Legislature, and that relief will be obtained so that the Bonds can 
be disposed of early next year. I regret exceedingly that this 
matter did not receive earlier attention. 
Very truly yours, 

(Signed) JOHN D. CRIMMINS. 

The $25,000 which had been realized was used by the Depart- 
ment of Parks in making the excavation, now and for several 
months past visible on the south of the present building. These 
excavations, for the foundation of the addition, which have dan- 
gerously exposed the cellars and basement of the original building, 
were completed and ready for the foundation work in June 
J 885. It was the expectation of the Trustees that the Department 
of Parks would immediately proceed with the work. 

The act of 1884 was believed to have become inoperative on 
January 1st, 1885, by reason of the Constitutional Amendment 
limiting the bonded debt of the city. At the suggestion of the 
Park Department a bill drawn by the Corporation Counsel was 
introduced in the Legislature and became a law the 3d of April, 
1885. This act provided ; " The Department of Public Parks, 
" with the concurrence of the Board of Estimate and Apportion- 
"ment, is authorized to enlarge the building now erected upon 
" that portion of the Central Park, East of the old receiving reser- 
" voir, and now in the possession and occupation of the Metropol- 
" itan Museum of Art. The plans for said enlargement and for the 
" equipment of the same shall be prepared by the Trustees of the 
" said Metropolitan Museum of Art and approved by the Board of 
" Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks. Said plans 
"may include any alteration of the present building made neces- 
" sary by the enlargement or found by experience to be desirable. 
" For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this section, 
" the Comptroller of the City of New York, upon the requisition 
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"of the Board of Commissioners of the Department of Public 
" Parks, is hereby authorized and directed in each of the years 
"1885 and 1886 to raise the sum of $1655,500 by the issue of 
" Revenue Bonds; and the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
" is hereby authorized and directed to cause to be included in the 
" taxes to be levied and raised upon the real and personal estates 
" subject to taxation in the City and County of New York, in the 
" year 1885, a sum sufficient to pay the revenue bonds in this sec- 
" tion directed to be issued in the last before mentioned year, with 
"all interest due or to become due thereon, and in the year 188C 
" a sum sufficient to pay the revenue bonds in this section directed 
" to be issued in the last before mentioned year with all interest 
" due or to become due thereon; and such sum in each of said last 
" before mentioned years the said Board of Aldermen are hereby 
" empowered and directed to cause to be raised according to law 
" and collected by tax upon the estate, real and personal, subject 
" to taxation in the said city and county. 

"This act shall take effect immediately." 

On the 5th of April, the President of the Museum sent a certi- 
fied copy of the Act to the Park Department, with a letter re- 
questing the department to take early action and make the neces- 
sary requisition on the comptroller. 

The Trustees in pursuance of the provisions of the law, pre- 
pared the plans for the new building, and presented them to the 
Department of Parks, and on April 22d, 1885, they were accepted 
and approved by that body. 

The duties of your Trustees having been completed, there was 
nothing for them to do except to use personal efforts in hastening 
action on the part of the city officials, on whom alone the responsi- 
bility imposed by the public now rests. We have been constant and 
importunate in our efforts, but have no means of explaining the 
delay in the Department of Public Parks which has allowed the 
present Winter to come on without any advance in the building, 
and of course without any prospect for months to come. 

On the 4th of April, 1885, the president of the Park Depart- 
ment addressed to us a letter in which he stated that a special 
meeting would be called for the purpose of making the necessary 
requisition on the Comptroller. It was not, however, until July 
S2d that they took this action. On the 7th of September the Board 
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of Apportionment placed the necessary funds at the disposal of the 
Department of Parks. 

On the 3d day of October the Park Department advertised 
for sealed bids for the necessary work in building the whole of 
the mason and stone work. 

The bids were opened by the Park Commissioners on the 21st 
of October, and action on them postponed. 

The Trustees on the 26th day of November, 1885, called the 
attention of the Park Department to the exposed condition of the 
basement and water pipes, as also to an important Croton main 
which had been uncovered. No attention was paid to this com- 
munication. 

On the 9th of December the President and three Trustees had 
an informal interview with two of the Park Commissioners and 
the lowest bidder. After a free conversation the interview closed 
with the understanding that the contract would be given out with- 
out further delay so as to fill the excavations heretofore made and 
protect the now exposed cellar on the south side and the water 
pipes in the present building which are not in a safe condition for 
the winter. 

The Trustees have heard nothing further from the Park Depart- 
ment, but have been otherwise informed that all the bids have 
been rejected by the Department, and no new advertisement made. 
The exposed condition in which the South walls of the present 
building are left by the neglected excavations is a subject of 
serious anxiety, but we are without power to remedy it. 

The delays which have thus occurred are of a kind which are 
probably to be expected always while the Museum occupies a 
building belonging to the city, extensions or changes in which, if 
made at all must be made by the city through its officers. 

Members know the fact that we occupy the present building 
under a lease. The vast growth of our Collections, wholly unfor- 
seen and therefore unprovided for, now demands your careful con- 
sideration of the terms of this contract, in which you agree to pay 
an enormous consideration for your tenancy. Your objects in 
providing this Museum are purely for the public good. It is to be 
taken for granted that the city, on its side of the lease, has the 
same object. 
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It must not be supposed that in this contract the city makes any 
gift or confers any benefit on you. Neither you nor your Trustees 
have anything to gain from whatever contract you may make with 
the public. On the contrary you have heretofore expended a 
large amount of money and are seeking annually new opportunities 
of increased expenditure, solely for the public good. You seek 
nothing from the public in the present case, and the extension of 
the building will only result, so far as your personal interests are 
concerned, in a largely increased draft on your purses for the 
largely increased expenses of the Museum, the amount of which 
has been laid before you in former Reports. 

The erroneous idea has gained some currency that your Museum 
is a public institution; and even officials of the City Government 
may be liable to consider it a city institution in the Park, to be 
more or less treated as such institutions are treated. The argu- 
ments of those members who favor the removal of the Museum to 
a building of its own, are thus strengthened. 

The possessions of inestimable value which your generous dona- 
tions have gathered and which you are annually increasing by 
large gifts, are your property, in custody of your Trustees. Your 
annual contributions which go to the support and increase of the 
institution and the expense of keeping it open to public admission, 
are a free gift by you to the education and the pleasure of the 
people. 

The localgovernment has leased to you a building-, and makes 
an annual contribution toward the expenses of maintaining the 
Museum on the condition that you in return shall, first, provide a 
Museum of Works of Art; second, admit the public without charge, 
to receive all the benefit, education and enjoyment which can be 
derived from your collections. The annual contribution which 
the city makes, and which you accept in place of admission fees 
is not an agreed sum. The city reserves right to name each year 
what amount it is willing to give, or whenever it pleases, to decline 
any further payment. 

Whether this contract is the best arrangement for carrying out 
the purposes you have in the original foundation, and in your 
constant large expenditure in showing works of art to the public, 
while you also extend your collections, and on the other hand 
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whether the people derive from the contract such benefit as to 
justify their continuing it on their side, are questions for both 
parties to consider. 

There can be no doubt in any mind that so far as pecuniary 
considerations are concerned, the contract is very largely a losing 
one on your side. The public receive the entire benefit of the in- 
stitution. You contributed in 1884 about $30,000, and spend from 
$15,000 to $30,000 annually out of your funds, as a free gift, to en- 
able them to receive it. Admission fees are the natural reliance 
of museums not only for running expenses, but for increase of 
their collections. You, in fact, exhaust your entire income, and 
large special subscriptions among yourselves, each year, in the 
mere expense of educating the public through your free exhibi- 
tions : and as a result you have no money for purchases, but de- 
pend wholly on the gifts of members for the increase of your 
art illustrations. These gifts have been of unexampled generosity. 
The public have never contributed a dollar toward your noble ac- 
cumulations of works of art, whose money value alone is now so 
great, and whose educational value, freely given them, is beyond 
estimate. You yourselves derive no benefit which is not also derived 
by every man and woman from whatever part of the city or the 
world. It is unnecessary to add here that the labors of your Presi- 
dent and Trustees, rendered daily, in the government and manage- 
ment of your Museum and its now largely extended affairs, are a 
very considerable contribution, not to be estimated in money. It 
is plain that if pecuniary questions were alone to be considered, the 
least that could be expected in such a contract would be that the 
public of whom you are a part, and who derive all the benefit you de- 
rive, without any care or concern in the expense of furnishing the 
museum, or in the labor of governing it, should pay the expenses 
of maintaining and exhibiting it, leaving you to expend your per- 
sonal gifts as you think wise in increasing your collections for 
public instruction. Taking still the purely pecuniary view, your 
generosity would be abundant in such a contract, since you 
would be giving to the public the annual interest on the value of 
your collections, which would at the present time be at least $50,- 
000 a year and largely greater in each successive year ; for your 
gifts, if only continued as in years past, will in a few years 
amount to millions. 
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While the erroneous statement has been repeatedly made in 
public prints that the Museum is supported by the public, you 
have been content to continue your large annual donations in 
money for the mere expense of keeping your own Museum open 
free to the public. This you have done solely because your gen- 
erous purpose in founding the Museum was public education, and 
your purpose in your annual expenditures is the same. Whether 
or not your generosity is appreciated, or is even known to the 
public as a fact, has never concerned you, or affected the stead- 
fastness of your devotion to the Museum. 

But the contract under which you occupy the present building 
is not to be judged by either the public or yourselves on pecuni- 
ary considerations. The purpose of the City Government should 
be as that of the Museum has been, public education, The ques- 
tion is how best to subserve this purpose. For you who direct 
the whole course of the Museum, this question is of pressing im- 
portance. The present building, originally ill-designed for its ob- 
ject, requires a large annual expenditure to keep it in repair, 
which expense you are obliged to pay, notwithstanding the cove- 
nant of the City, in the lease, to keep the building in repair. The 
building has long been inadequate to our actual necessities. Our 
present possessions and those which are in process of purchase and 
collection for us by means of bequests and donations, require more 
than double the exhibition room in the building. Large portions of 
them now lie unseen, idle, doing no good. The Trustees have 
made a detailed statement of the progress of the Department of 
Parks in obeying the public order to add a new building. From 
this statement, members will be able to form some idea of the 
length of time likely to elapse before such addition, if made, will 
be ready for occupancy. The Trustees have heretofore expressed 
confidence in its rapid completion. They are now unable to ex- 
press that confidence In the meantime several highly important 
donations of large value have been lost to us, the donors having 
offered them only in case of our having room for their immediate 
exhibition. It is a matter of course that if we are to continue the 
public exhibitions of the Museum by a contract of the kind now 
existing , a primary consideration must be the provision of ample 
exhibition room. If it is not to the interest of the public to pro- 
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vide that in the Park, we must seek it elsewhere. If we go else- 
where, we must resume that source of income which we now 
abandon, a charge for admission to all except members. In so 
doing, we should not at once be able to carry out our purposes of 
free public education. But the generosity of members might then 
be displayed in creating the endowment fund, which was some 
time ago projected. In a time like the present, when millions are 
given in Western cities for the endowments of educational institu- 
tions, there is no reason to distrust the future of this Museum. 
It has not been our custom to report gifts by bequest to the Mu- 
seum until received in our treasury or established among our col- 
lections. But as confirming our faith in the future, and as evi- 
dence of the place held by the Museum in the serious considera- 
tion of citizens who desire to leave behind them efficient means 
of educating and enlightening the people, it is proper to have in 
mind what they have done, and are doing, by their testamentary 
dispositions. 

The rich bequests of Mr. S. Whitney Phoenix, Mr. William H. 
Huntington, Mr. William E. Dodge, and Mr. Levi Hale Willard 
have been fully reported heretofore. In addition to these, the late 
Mr. Edwin D. Morgan made us the possible legatees of a portion 
of his estate. The late Mr. Julius Hallgarten also left us a con- 
tingent interest in his estate. 

The late Mr. William H. Vanderbilt, who died on the 8th day 
of December last, made to us the noble gift by will of $100,000 
(which has since been paid into the treasury by his executors, and 
will appear in the accounts of the year 1886). 

These are forcible illustrations of the position the Museum 
holds in the esteem of citizens of New York. They are evi- 
dence that thoughtful men share with us the assurance that the 
institution we have founded, has attained the vigor and enduring 
qualities of maturity; that it may be relied on for all time to come 
as the executor of the purposes of wise and benevolent men, seeking 
the permanent good of the people in this and corning generations. 

We have perfect confidence in the ability of the Museum 
wherever located to become what its members intend, a beneficent 
institution distributing its benefits without charge to all classes of 
the people, while it will remain forever as now under the wise 
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control of those, and their chosen successors, whose gifts have 
created it, and whose guardianship has brought it to its present 
condition of prosperity and usefulness. 

New York, January 13th, 1886. 

By order, 

JOHN TAYLOR JOHNSTON, 

President 
LOUIS P. DI CESNOLA, 

Secretary. 



